
ubc in Your community

As of Nov. 2011 undergraduate graduates tota l st u d e n ts fac u lt y + sta f f

Vancouver Campus 38,447 9,997 48,444 20,166

Okanagan Campus 7,249 689 7,938 1,070

People

Students
UBC is committed to ensuring that students have the opportunity to engage with the world 
around them. This commitment means students can explore the world through UBC’s 
Go Global programs, or they may choose to gain valuable work and volunteer experience 
through UBC’s Community Learning Initiative and Co-op Programs. UBC supports students, 
whichever path they decide to take, as they expand their learning outside the classroom. 
Samuel Ngo, a fourth-year kinesiology student, is enriching his education through a co-op 
placement at the Nanaimo-based CBI Health Centre. About his placement, Samuel said, 
“The best thing about this placement has been the exposure to all the aspects of kinesiology 
work. I have been given a high level of responsibility and this has allowed me to experience 
what it’s like to be a kinesiologist in the occupational rehabilitation industry.” 

Alumni
UBC’s alumni support many of our student programs on campus: it is their ties to the 
business community that help create co-op and internship opportunities; it is alumni who 
are contributing to and supporting the entrepreneurship@UBC initiative; and it is our alumni 
who return to be mentors to the future of BC’s communities – students. The contributions 
of UBC alumni can be found in every corner of the province; in Nanaimo, physician and 
UBC alumnus Dr. Steve Beerman works as the Nanaimo site director for the UBC Faculty of 
Medicine’s Postgraduate Family Medicine Residency Program.  
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More Community Connections
To learn more about what UBC is doing in communities throughout BC, please contact us at your.community@ubc.ca
or visit governmentrelations.ubc.ca /ubc-in-your-community.

Community Connections

contributing to the urban Agriculture Dialogue 
The case of Compassion Farm in Lantzville on Vancouver Island was the inspiration for a 
community-based research project for students in UBC’s Faculty of Land and Food Systems 
(LFS). Compassion Farm is an organic farm situated on a 2.5 acre property that is zoned 
as residential. A local zoning bylaw states that the owners cannot use their property for 
agricultural purposes and this has led to a legal battle with the District of Lantzville and 
also a wider discussion about issues of urban agriculture and food security. Through LFS's 
Land, Food and Community 350 course, the students were tasked to navigate the provincial 
and municipal policy environment relating to the issue of small-scale farming on residential 
land and to research relevant case studies of urban agriculture policies in North America. 
The students’ contribution to the body of knowledge of urban agriculture policies provides 
additional resources to BC communities in the process of re-examining or developing their 
urban agriculture policies.

Volunteer Dental clinic Expansion 
Since 2010, UBC Faculty of Dentistry alumni, dental student volunteers and faculty members 
have volunteered at a clinic at the Penelakut First Nation on Penelakut Island. Starting in 
July 2012, the volunteer clinic trip will move to Chemainus. The change of location allows 
the clinic to serve a greater number of First Nations groups through the H’ulh-etun Health 
Society. Now, along with Penelakut, the Halalt, Lyackson and Malahat First Nations will also 
be able to access the clinic’s basic restorative and preventative dentistry services, including 
simple endodontic work (work involving the tooth root and pulp), extractions and scaling. The 
Chemainus volunteer clinic is made possible with support of the Rotary Club of Chemainus, 
the Rotary Club of Steveston and the Dental Mission Project Society. 

did you know?

While UBC’s community contributions are felt most widely in BC, students and faculty 
members are also contributing to global well-being. Through UBC’s International Service 
Learning program, students are travelling to countries around the world to work on a range 
of projects. For example, one group of UBC students partnered with local communities 
in Mexico to develop clean energy technology. Meanwhile, UBC professors and staff are 
contributing their time and expertise to programs like the African Institute of Mathematical 
Sciences. 
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