
ubc in Your community

As of Nov. 2011 undergraduate graduates tota l st u d e n ts fac u lt y + sta f f

Vancouver Campus 38,447 9,997 48,444 20,166

Okanagan Campus 7,249 689 7,938 1,070

People

Students
UBC is committed to ensuring that students have the opportunity to engage with the world 
around them. This commitment means students can explore the world through UBC’s 
Go Global programs, or they may choose to gain valuable work and volunteer experience 
through UBC’s Community Learning Initiative and Co-op Programs. UBC supports students, 
whichever path they decide to take, as they expand their learning outside the classroom. 
One group of students in the Faculty of Land and Food Systems worked on a community-
based research project with Rootdown Organic Farm based in Pemberton to examine what 
is needed to establish a breeding and livestock-sharing program for rare heritage pigs in the 
region.  

Alumni
UBC’s alumni support many of our student programs on campus: it is their ties to the 
business community that help create co-op and internship opportunities; it is alumni who 
are contributing to and supporting the entrepreneurship@UBC initiative; and it is our alumni 
who return to be mentors to the future of BC’s communities – students. The contributions 
of UBC alumni can be found in every corner of the province; in Pemberton, Sauder School of 
Business alumnus Patrick Kelly owns and oversees the operation of two leading real estate 
brokerages operating in Squamish and Whistler/Pemberton. In addition, Patrick is a Notary 
Public and volunteers as a director of the Whistler Chamber of Commerce.   
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More Community Connections
To learn more about what UBC is doing in communities throughout BC, please contact us at your.community@ubc.ca
or visit governmentrelations.ubc.ca /ubc-in-your-community.

Community Connections

Reporting in Indigenous communities
Reporting in Indigenous Communities, a new UBC course taught by CBC-TV reporter 
Duncan McCue, is a groundbreaking course dedicated to studying Aboriginal representation 
in journalism. Students in the course learn about Aboriginal stories, protocols and culture 
and are immersed in several indigenous communities in the Lower Mainland as they work 
to develop news stories. The First Nations communities and organization partners, which 
include the Squamish Nation, Tsleil-Waututh First Nation, Tsawwassen First Nation, Stó:lō 
Tribal Council and the Metro Vancouver Aboriginal Executive Council,  are providing support 
through guest lecturers as well as by welcoming students into their communities for site 
visits. The course aims to develop stronger relationships between the media and Aboriginal 
peoples and to be a catalyst for greater enrolment in the Journalism program by Aboriginal 
students. The result of the students’ work was recently featured in a week-long series on 
CBC Radio and will be featured in June on CBC’s The Story from Here.

Innovating to Prevent Spinal cord Injury
The high speeds and contact forces that make many of today’s sports so demanding and 
exciting are also responsible for the large number of spinal cord injuries amongst collision 
sports athletes and skiers/riders of all skill levels. This number may soon be reduced thanks 
to a team of researchers at UBC’s Departments of Mechanical Engineering and Orthopaedics 
and ICORD, BC’s spinal cord injury research centre. Dr. Peter Cripton, Dr. Tim Nelson and 
researchers Sebastián Arboleda and Daniel Dressler have designed and developed the 
Pro-Neck-TorTM, a helmet designed to reduce spinal cord injury due to head impacts. The 
first of its kind in the world, the Pro-Neck-TorTM helmet uses a double shell design with 
engineered mechanical guides to connect the two shells. This innovative design reduces 
neck-loads in all head impacts and in proof-of-concept tests has been shown to significantly 
reduce the potential for neck fractures and concussions over contemporary helmets. A 
Vancouver company, Cripton Technologies Inc., has licensed this technology from UBC and 
is commercializing it. 

did you know?
While UBC’s community contributions are felt most widely in BC, students and faculty members 
are also contributing to global well-being. Through UBC’s International Service Learning 
program, students are travelling to countries around the world to work on a range of projects. 
For example, one group of UBC students partnered with local communities in Mexico to develop 
clean energy technology. Meanwhile, UBC professors and staff are contributing their time and 
expertise to programs like the African Institute of Mathematical Sciences.  
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